Job Opportunities in Arizona
2003-2013

What are the fast growing occupations in Arizona?
Which occupations have the most openings?

Arizona continues to be one of the fastest growing states, in both population and job
growth. Population often grows faster in Arizona than employment, intensifying the
competition for many of the better paying jobs. While not every one coming to Arizona
is seeking employment, there are many situations where there are more job seekers
than job openings. For those interested in the Arizona job market, it is helpful to know
which occupations and industries have the most opportunities and job openings.

Job openings occur when new jobs are created in the economy (job growth) and from
workers leaving an occupation (separations). Workers leave an occupation or job for a
myriad of reasons: promotions, retirements, relocations, career changes, personal or
professional conflicts, etc. While not all workers leaving an occupation are replaced,
many openings are the result of separations. In Arizona, the number of openings
created from growth is projected to be only slightly more than the openings created from
separations in the time period between 2003 and 2013. The list of fastest growing
occupations in Arizona has many health care related occupations, especially
occupations with designations in the job titles such as Technicians, Assistants,
Therapists, Technologists, Aides, and related. Also in the fast growing list are
occupations in Education, Social Work, Computer Support, and Construction.

Because some individual occupations have a much larger employment base to start
with, they will have a larger number of openings despite a slower growth rate
percentage. For example, even though the projected growth rate between 2003-2013
for the top three fastest growing occupations, Physician Assistants (78%), Medical
Assistants (77%), and Respiratory Therapy Technicians (75%) is about triple the growth
rate of Retail Salespersons (26%), the estimated 2003 base employment of Retall
Salespersons (67,447) is more than four times that of the top three fastest growing
occupations combined (14,806). So there will be significantly more total projected
openings in Retail Sales (42,316) in the ten-year period between 2003 and 2013 than in
the three fastest growing occupations combined (14,068), even though each of those
three occupations are projected to almost double in size.

Thus, in addition to a list of fast growing occupations, it is worthwhile to also consider
the list of occupations with the most openings when analyzing the job market. In
addition to Retail Sales, a few examples of occupations with the most openings include
Office Clerks, Food Service Workers, Registered Nurses, Customer Service Workers,
Landscaping/Groundskeeping Workers, Elementary School Teachers, Cashiers, and
Construction Workers, to name a few.

Another factor to consider is the ratio of separations compared to base employment and
growth.  When occupations have an unusually high number of openings from
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separations, it can indicate high turnover and /or that many workers use this occupation
as a "stepping stone", "stop-gap", or "survival job", until they can move on to something
else. The occupational projections data provided by the Arizona Department of
Economic Security Research Administration itemizes the projected number of openings

from separations as well as the openings from growth for each occupation.

Following this narrative are two lists of occupations, with each list containing two pages
of information. In the first list, "Arizona's Fast-Growing Occupations”, the occupations
are ranked by percentage growth rate. The second list, "Arizona Occupations With The
Most Openings", ranks occupations by total annual openings (growth openings plus
openings from separations). Both lists show 2003 estimated and 2013 projected
occupational employment, the numerical and percentage change, the number of
projected separations, total openings, and average hourly wages. The lists also contain
some explanatory footnotes.

It is interesting to note that almost 15% of the occupations are on both lists. Many of
the occupations that appear on both lists are health care related, such as Registered
Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses, Dental Assistants, Medical Assistants, and Medical
Lab Technicians. Also on both lists are Police & Sheriff Patrol Officers, Sales
Managers, Home Care Aides, Nursing Aides, Receptionists & Information Clerks,
Cement Masons & Concrete Finishers, and Drywall & Ceiling Tile Installers.

The data for these two lists are from the 2003-2013 Occupational Employment
Projections and the 2003 Occupational Employment Survey (OES) prepared by the
Research Administration of the Arizona Department of Economic Security, in
cooperation with the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
The projections presented should be viewed as indicators of relative magnitude and
probable direction rather than as forecasts of absolute occupational demand.
Furthermore, the occupational forecasts are only measures of expected employment
and demand for labor and indicate little about future labor supply.

The occupational data contained in the four pages of the following two lists represents
over 65% of the job opportunities projected between 2003-2013. However, this is only a
sample of the occupational data available and the readers are encouraged to also
review the 46 pages of data available in the combined data file, which contains more
detailed occupational projections, wage data, and educational and training requirements
for almost 700 occupations in Arizona. The combined data file is online at:
http://www.workforce.az.qov/?PAGEID=67&SUBID=144

More data for further analysis of the Arizona job market are available online at the same
page cited above. First, there are short-term (2003-2005) occupational projections.
Next, for more detailed wage data, such as occupational wages by industry, by county
and MSA, and annual wages, look under the heading “Occupational Employment and
Wage Estimates” on this page. And as they become available, sub-state occupation
projections will be posted to this page.
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Physician Assistants
Medical Assistants
Respiratory Therapy Technicians

Respiratory Therapists
Physical Therapist Aides
Physical Therapist Assistants

Packaging & Filling Machine Operators &
Tenders

Cardiovascular Technologists & Technicians
Social & Human Service Assistants

Home Health Aides 10,284

Physical Therapists 2,341
Occupational Therapists 1,003

Occupational Therapist Assistants

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Social
Workers

Textile, Apparel, & Furnishings Workers, All
Others

Radiologic Technologists & Technicians
Psychiatric Aides
Pharmacy Technicians

Medical & Public Health Social Workers
Medical & Clinical Laboratory Technicians
Epidemiologists

78.47%
77.21%
75.40%

70.97%
66.69%
65.73%

61.73%
61.14%
58.14%

56.33%
55.32%
54.54%

53.02%

52.64%

52.62%

50.75%
50.63%
50.05%

48.71%
47.76%
47.42%

Gas Plant Operators 73 107 34  46.58% 23 57 $25.54

Health Diagnosing & Treating Practitioners, All

Other 811 1,187 376  46.36% 176 552 $30.36

Psychiatric Technicians 651 951 300 46.08% 85 385 $12.19
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Personal & Home Care Aides 45.36%
Dietetic Technicians 44.93%
Grinding & Polishing Workers, Hand 43.74%

Computer Specialists, All Other 41.82%
Rehabilitation Counselors 41.63%
Mental Health Counselors 41.57%

Control & Valve Installers & Repairers, Except
Mechanical 40.15%

Tapers 39.79%
Petroleum Pump System Operators, Refinery
Operators, & Gaugers 39.76%

Database Administrators 39.25%
Sociologists 39.22%
Hazardous Materials Removal Workers 39.13%

Ambulance Drivers & Attendants, Except

Emergency Medical Technicians 38.65%
Sales Managers 38.64%
Environmental Engineering Technicians 38.55%

Special Education Teachers, Middle School 37.69%
Dietitians & Nutritionists 37.62%
Teachers, Primary, Secondary, & Adult, All

Other (OES Only) 37.58%

Special Education Teachers, Secondary School 1,607 2,205 598 37.21% 383 981
Surgeons 320 439 119  37.19% 43 162 $90.65
Biochemists & Biophysicists 97 133 36 37.11% 30 66 $39.77

'Data compiled from 2003 OES survey and 2003-2013 occupational projections prepared by the Arizona Dept of Economic Security in cooperation
with the U.S. Dept of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. For a complete list, go online to : www.workforce.az.gov

2Occupational Titles are from the Standard Occupational Classification System (SOC) www.bls.gov/soc/socquide.htm

3Total Openings equals openings from growth plus openings from separations
For some occupations, such as teachers, wages are calculated on an annual basis. For annual wages, go online to: www.workforce.az.gov
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Cashiers

Retail Salespersons

Combined Food Preparation & Serving
Workers, Including Fast Food

Office Clerks, General

Laborers & Freight, Stock, & Material Movers,
Hand

Landscaping & Groundskeeping Workers

Elementary School Teachers, Except Special
Education

Receptionists & Information Clerks

Nursing Aides, Orderlies, & Attendants

Truck Drivers, Heavy & Tractor-Trailer
First-Line Supervisors/Managers of Retalil
Sales Workers

Food Preparation Workers

Executive Secretaries & Administrative
Assistants

Accountants & Auditors

Maintenance & Repair Workers, General

Automotive Service Technicians & Mechanics
Packers & Packagers, Hand
Police & Sheriff's Patrol Officers

Cooks, Restaurant 13,269 16,107
Sales Representatives, Wholesale & Manufacturing,

Technical & Scientific Products 12,725 16,239
Secretaries, Except Legal, Medical, &

Executive 29,432 30,110

2,838
3,514

678

31.90%
26.39%

29.59%

21.20%

18.11%
30.87%

21.52%
39.56%
49.43%

24.02%

19.84%
26.25%

13.84%
25.14%
29.29%

22.10%
26.50%
37.54%

21.39%

27.61%

2.30%

4,108 6,946  $9.70
3,341 6,855 $22.99

5,636 6,314 $11.98

Most Openings www.workforce.az.gov
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Electricians 37.07%
First-Line Supervisors/Managers of Food

Preparation & Servers 20.81%
Team Assemblers 8.98%

Truck Drivers, Light or Delivery Services 27.57%
Child Care Workers 18.69%
Counter & Rental Clerks 27.11%

Plumbers, Pipefitters, & Steamfitters 33.42%
Cement Masons & Concrete Finishers 43.56%
Counter Attendants, Cafeteria, Food

Concession, & Coffee Shop 22.65%

Computer Support Specialists 23.17%
Sales Managers 38.64%
Lawyers 21.96%

Business Operations Specialists, All Other 30.86%
Protective Service Workers, All Other 19.25%
Painters, Construction & Maintenance 28.11%

Chief Executives 20.72%
Bartenders 11.61%
First-Line Supervisors/Managers of Mechanics,

Installers, and Repairers 24.65%

Medical & Clinical Laboratory Technicians 4,851 7,168 2,317 47.76% 1,307 3,624

$13.70

'Data compiled from 2003 OES survey and 2003-2013 occupational projections prepared by the Arizona Dept of Economic Security in cooperation
with the U.S. Dept of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. For a complete list, go online to : www.workforce.az.gov

2Occupational Titles are from the Standard Occupational Classification System (SOC) www.bls.gov/soc/socquide.htm

3Total Openings equals openings from growth plus openings from separations
For some occupations, such as teachers, wages are calculated on an annual basis. For annual wages, go online to: www.workforce.az.gov
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